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ORDER    "ACHEI     BRITH  "    AND 
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5ll  "SHIELD     OF     ABRAHAM." 


TWO    SERMONS 

PREACHED    BY 

REV.   J.    RAFFALOVITCH, 

IN    THE 

HOPE    PLACE    SYNAGOGUE, 

LIVERPOOL, 
ON    FRIDAY   EVENING,   DECEMBER    26, 

AND 

REV.  S.  FRIEDEBERG,  B.A., 

IN    THE 

PRINCESS    ROAD    SYNAGOGUE, 

LIVERPOOL, 

• 

ON    SATURDAY    MORNING,   DECEMBER    27,    1913, 

AT    SPECIAL    SERVICES 

HELD    IN    CONNECTION     WITH 
THE      ANNUAL      CONFERENCE. 

AND 

PRESS   REPORTS   IN   CONNECTION    THEREWITH. 


LONDON*  : 
E.    W.    RABBINOWICZ,    PRINTER,    gi    HIGH    STREET,    WHITECHAPEL,    E. 
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" FORCES,   SILENT   BUT   POTENT." 

A  Sermon  preached  at  the  Princes  Road  Synagogue,  Liverpool,  Sabbath 
December  27th,  1913,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Visit  of  the  Delegates 
of  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Order  "  ACHEI  BRITH." 

BY 
The  Rev.  S.  FRIEDEBERG,  B.A.,  Minister  of  the  Congregation. 

"  Behold  how  good  and  pleasant  it  is  that  Brethren  should  dwell 
together  in  unity."  Ps-  cxxxiii.,  v,  1. 

I  do  not  think  I  could  quote  a  more  appropriate  verse  to-day 
when  we  have  in  our  midst  the  delegates  to  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence of  one  of  the  most  important  of  Jewish  Friendly  Societies. 
We  welcome  them  in  our  House  of  God  this  morning  and  trust 
thar  our  worship  together  may  strengthen  in  us  all  the  sense  of  a 
greater  brotherhood — the  brotherhood  of  Israel,  the  covenant  of  a 
common  race,  and  the  covenant  of  a  living  and  loved  faith.  But 
before  I  say  a  few  words  ol  special  reference  to  the  work  of  the 
Jewish  Friendly  Societies,  I  would  lead  your  thoughts  for  a 
moment  or  two  on  the  Jewish  celebration,  the  Festival  of  Hanu- 
cah  we  are  commemorating  this  week. 

Our  Psalmist  was  no  doubt  inspired  to  utter,  the  words 
I  have  quoted  by  the  stirring  sight  of  the  crowds  of  worshippers 
who  had  come  to  the  Sanctuary  from  all  parts  of  Israel  on  one 
of  the  Pilgrim  Feasts.  But  as  we  reminded  ourselves  last  week, 
Judaism  holds  within  its  view  a  yet  greater  brotherhood,  the 
brotherhood  of  man  ;  a  brotherhood  to  be  welded  together  by  the 
bonds  of  a  universal  faith  and  a  universal  peace. 
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Yet  there  have  been  times,  will  be  often,  when  even  for  the 
sake  of  your  Ideal,  you  have  for  the  time,  apparently  to 
break  your  ideal  ;  when  for  the  sake  of  a  lasting  Peace  you  have 
to  come  into  conflict  with  the  forces  of  discord,  when  you  have  to 
fight  injustice  and  all  forms  of  evil.  And  so  it  is  that  looking 
back  over  2000  years  at  those  Maccabean  times,  we  can  rejoice  at 
the  memory  of  the  heroic  struggle  of  our  fathers  in  the  name 
of  faith,  rejoice  in  their  victories  on  the  field  of  battle  for  the 
great  service  they  rendered  to  the  human  race;  for  as  the 
world  acknowledges,  had  the  Jewish  cause  gone  down  before  the 
onslaught  of  Greek  culture  and  Syrian  power  the  hands  on  the 
clock  of  civilization  would  have  been  put  back  for  many  a 

century. 

<> 

.  The  memories  which  this  Festival  revives  are  memories  of 
war,  of  struggle,  of  enemy  overthrown  on  the  field  of  battle, 
of  cause  triumphant  through  the  appeal  to  arms.  Yet  I  would 
beg  you  to  see  behind  it  and  as  the  explanation  of  it,  forces  less 
noisy  than  the  clash  of  arms ;  forces  silent,  but  like  many  of  the 
operating  forces  in  life  that  are  silent,  are  yet  the  mosi  potent, 
the  most  enduring  and  the  most  fruitful  in  result.  Not  these 
victories,  not  the  martyrdoms,  not  the  heroisms  of  which  the 
Hanucah  story  is  so  full  ;  none  of  these  had  been  possible  were 
it  not  for  the  love  of  their  faith  that  had  steadily  burned  in 
the  hearts  of  these  people  ;  were  it  not  for  the  fidelity  to  principle  > 
were  it  not  for  the  practice  of  their  religion  in  which  they  had 
been  trained,  and  to  which  they  had  clung  in  a 'thousand  humble 
homes  in  town  and  country ;  homes  and  lives  unseen  of  the  public 
gaze ;  withdrawn  perhaps  from  the  world's  flashlights,  but 
silently,  steadily,  quietly,  determined  to  be  true  to  the  light  God 
had  permitted  them  to  see.  We  look  at  the  fruit  ;  its  beauty 
and  delight  attracts  the  sense.  We  must  not  overlook  the  seed 
— the  beginning  and  possiblity  of  it  all ;  the  seed  sown  amidst 
hardships  we  cannot  conceive.  My  friends,  we  sometimes  comp- 
lain of  the  difficulties  of  our  own  day ;  of  the  tendency  of  the 
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times  against  the  practice  of  religion ;  of  the  spirit  of  the  day 
•which  is  all  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  worldly,  material  side  of 
us.  But  were  days  ever  really  easy  in  that  regard  ?  Were  times 
ever  free  from  real  difficulty  for  the  performance  and  the  steady 
unremitting  performance  of  high  duty  ?  The  nature  of  the 
difficulty  may  change,  does  change  from  period  to  period  :  but 
difficulty,  opposition  itself?  No  !  No  !  And  if  we  ever  think  so, 
the  story  of  the  past  will  always  restore  the  balance,  correct  our 

mistaken  vision. 

I  have  asked  you  to  look  for  the  possibilities  of  Hanucah, 
not  merely  in  the  glorious  deeds  of  the  Maccabean  Army,  but 
also  in  the  steady  devotion  to  high  truth,  in  the  quiet  practice  of 
high  virtue  in  many  a  humble  home  in  Israel  that  sent  its  sons  to 
swell  the  Maccabean  Army.  And  I  remarked  that  the  silent 
unobtrusive  forces  are  often  the  most  potent,  like  the  silent  forces 
-of  nature  that  are  her  constructive  and  vital  forces.  Will  you  see 
for  one  moment  how  the  simile  holds  ?  The  storm  startles  and 
alarms,  but  the  light  falls  from  heaven  ;  it  broadens  into  day,  and 
dies  into  night  without  a  murmur.  The  flower  and  the  oak  tree 
grow  from  seed  and  acorn  without  calling  attenlion  to  their  ex- 
pansion. No  man  yet  heard  the  voice  of  Spring  except  in  a 
figure,  though  in  a  few  weeks  it  changes  the  whole  face  of  nature. 
Contrast  the  vexations  and  noises  of  a  great  city  with  the  quiet 
operations  that  go  on  in  the  earth  in  the  period  of  her  growth  and 
fruitfulness,  and  you  will  have  an  instructive  example  of  the  way 
in  which  the  most  important  of  Nature's  wonders  are  done  in 
stillness.  The  country  is  quiet,  the  town  filled  with  clatter,  and 
yet  were  it  not  for  the  country  the  town  would  soon  cease  to  be. 

Take  a  wider  sweep  into  the  National  life.  We  read  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  shock  of  parties,  of  wrestlings  for  place.  We 
read  of  crimes,  of  lawsuits,  of  disturbances,  catastrophies,  wars, 
and  bye-and-bye  someone  will  weave  out  of  this  records  a  history 
of  the. times.  History?  The  real  histoiy  of  any  people  should 


not  be  written  in  this  way.  History  should  be  a  record  of  the 
nation's  work;  and  the  root  of  the  enduring  works,  the  root  of 
great  movements  lies  not  in  the  kind  of  stuff  that  fills  our  news- 
papers, but  in  the  more  unrecorded  part  of  life;  in  peaceful  indus- 
tries; in  happy,  social  relationships;  in  home  affections;  and  in  the 
growth  of  knowledge;  in  the  growth  of  morals  a.nd  of  religious 
faith.  It  is  these  things  that  go  to  the  making  of  a  people;  but 
they  are  facts  so  subtle  and  so  gradual  in  their  development  that 
they  can  only  be  measured  after  long  intervals  by.  the  happy  rip- 
ening of  their  results.  And  in  this,  the  true  making  of  the  best 
in  the  national  life  the  least  of  us,  the  humblest  of  our  homes  can 
share;  preparing  the  soil  and  planting  the  seeds  from  which  her- 
oism when  it  is  needed  will  spring;  laying  foundations  and  pre- 
paring the  stones  that  great  structures  may  be  built. 

And  so  from  the  lesson  of  Hanucah,  1  come  to  a  few  words 
on  the  value  and  meaning  of  the  work  of  the  Friendly  Societies, 
representatives  of  which  we  are  pleased  to  have  with  us  to  day. 
For  at  the  root  of  these  Societies  lie  two  silent  but  great  and 
potent  forces  which  are  yet  one;  two  great  virtues  which  are  con- 
nected with  one  another  and  have  always  distinguished  the  Jew- 
ish life.  One  is  the  virtue  of  thrift;  that  quality  which  bids  a  man 
look  ahead  and  be  in  some  measure  prepared  for  the  chances 
ana  accidents  of  life;  and  the  second  is  the  ideal  of  the  domestic 
virtues,  devotion  to  the  loved  ones  at  home,  so  that  if  rainy  days 
come,  or  the  days  of  darkness  from  which  none  of  us  can  escape  - 
these  birdlings  of  the  nest,  the  companions  of  the  heart  life,  the 
defenceless  lives  utterly  dependent  upon  the  bread-winner  shall 
in  some  measure  be  protected  against  hardship  and  suffering. 
The  Jewish  Friendly  Societies  have  done  a  great  work  in  fostering 
these  aims  among  what  is  called  the  working  population  and  they 
deservedly  occupy  a  high  place  among  the  great  benefit  organiza- 
tions of  the  country.  They  are  doing  a  work  for  their  own  breth- 
ren and  for  their  country. 

Many  of  you  will  recall  Mr.  MICAWBER'S  definition  of  thrift 


in  DAVID  COPPERFIELD  "Annual  income  £20,  annual  expenditure 
£19:19:6;  result  happiness.  Annual  income  £20:  Annual  ex- 
penditure £2<"-:o:6;  result  misery."  And  I  suppose  that  is  prac- 
tically true.  It  means  in  reality  that  a  man  who  is  beforehand 
with  the  world  to  however  a  small  a  degree  occupies  a  very  differ- 
ent position  to  the  rest  of  the  world  from  the  man  who  is  behind- 
hand with  it  to  however  small  an  extent. 

And  this  is  a  fact  which  is  emphasised  in  a  remarkable  degree 
by  the  lesson  from  Scripture  this  morning.  There  we  read  (Gen- 
esis ch.  41  vv.34-35)  how  Joseph,  the  Hebrew  slave  taken  from 
prison  gave  to  Pharoah  those  words  of  advice  to  save  up  from  the 
superfluity  of  corn  in  the  days  of  plenty  for  the  years  of  famine 
that  were  to  come.  It  is,  I  suppose,  the  classic  and  most  ancient 
example  of  thrift;  and  how  appropriate  that  it  should  have  been 
read  to  us  to-day!  And' so  when  other  countries  were  famishing 
under  the  vigour  of  the  visitation,  in  Egypt  there  was  plenty;  and 
Egypt  not  only  could  minister  to  her  own  sons  but  became  the 
market  for  surrounding  peoples. 

And  I  think  we  shall  do  well  to  remember  that  thrift  is  not 
merely  saving  money.  It  involves-the  true  kind  -  a  refrainig  from 
waste  and  an  abhorence  of  it.  Thrift  means  carefulness  -  not 
meanness  or  stinginess,  -but  carefulness  in  the  use  of  everything  at 
our  disposal.  Everything,  for  when  I  say  we  should  abhor rand 
teach  those  we  are  to  influence  to  abhor  waste,  I  do  not  mean 
only  waste  of  money;  that  cures  itself-  doesn't  it?  -  because  very 
soon  there  is  no  money  left  to  waste;  but  I  mean  waste  of  mater- 
ial -  waste  of  something  that  is  useful  but  which  you  cannot  re- 
present in  money  value  to  the  waster.  There  is  waste  of  time, 
waste  of  gas,  waste  of  water  and  things  of  the  kind.  And  if  you 
want  people  to  be  thrifty,  if  you  want  to  be  thrifty,  you  must  im- 
press upon  them  and  upon  yourselves  the  criminality  of  waste. 

It  has  been  well  said  that  thrift  is  blessed  because  it  is  one 
of  the  foundations  of  character  and  one  source  of  the  strengthening 
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of  character.  There  is  a  feeling  of  'independence  aroused  in  the 
heart  of  a  man  who  knows  that  he  has  protected  himself  and  his 
dear  ones  against  some  of  the  worse  results  of  the  misfortunes  of 
life ;  and  these  great  benefits  you  assure  your  members  by  the 
payment  of  a  weekly  contribution  less  than  the  average  man 
spends  on  his  newspapers.  Again,  the  work  of  the  Friendly 
Societies  is  so  good  because  they  bring  home  to  people  the  power 
there  lies  for  the  individual  in  combination  with  many  and  at  an 
outlay  which  he  would  otherwise  consider  negligeable.  And  they 
do  a  great  work  for  the  State.  The  independence  they  foster  is  a 
contribution  to  the  manliness  of  a  people  ;  and  manliness  is  one  of 
a  nation's  finest  assets.  And  the  practical  results  of  thrift  on  the 
part  of  a  whole  people  are  indeed  hardly  to  be  over-estimated.  Is 
it  too  much  to  say  that  all  great  Empires  rest  on  thrift  as  one  of  its 
foundations  ?  Do  you  think  there  is  no  connection  between  the 
greatness  of  Germany  and  the  thriftiness  of  her  people  ?  Certainly 
iheRoman  Empire  was  founded  on  thrift  and  when  it  ceased  to  be 
thrifty,  it  degenerated  and  came  to  an  end  ;  and  after  the  disas- 
trous war  of  1870,  France,  though  crushed  by  a  terrible  money 
indemnity,  was  saved.  How?  By  the  thrift  of  her  peasants. 

Friendly  Societies  then  are  building  better  and  stronger  than 
they  sometimes  realise.  They  are  helping  to  provide  bulwarks 
for  their  country  as  well  as  defences  for  themselves;  and  thus 
they  number  themselves  among  the  great  silent  forces  of  which  I 
have  been  speaking,  which,  though  quiet  in  their  operations,  are 
indeed  far  reaching  in  their  happy  results. 

At  the  end  of  the  Psalm  I  quoted  at  the  outset  of  my  address 
the  felicitous  consequences  of  Peace  and  Unity  among  brethren 
are  compared  to  the  dews  that  descended  the  sides  of  Mount 
Hermon.  The  dews  of  Mount  Heremon  were  noted  for  their 
copiousness  and  richness  and  stood  as  a  symbol  of  life  and 
fertility.  May  that  simile  be  realised  by  you.  May  your  Meeting 


in  friendly  and  brotherly  confidence  add  vitality  to  your  move- 
ment and  make  it  more  fruitful  in  achievement.  And  may  it 
deepen  in  you  the  sense  of  the  greater  brotherhood  of  Israel  which 
brings  us  altogether  in  this  House  of  God  so  that  you  and  we — 
all  of  us — may  ever  know  the  joy  of  truly  loving  our  faith  and  the 
joy  of  living  by  it. 

AMEN. 


"  BE  VALIANT  MEN,  AND    SEE   THAT   YE   BE   IN 

READINESS  AGAINST  THE  MORROW."- 

I.  Maccab.,  Hi.,  58. 

Thus  said  Judas  Maccabeus  to  his  faithful  band  of  warriors  on 
the  eve  of  the  memorable  battle  of  Emmaus.  With  these  stirring 
words  the  great  hero,  whose  great  prowesses  and  wonderful 
victories  we  are  celebrating  this  Hanukah  week,  encouraged  his 
people  to  action  and  roused  their  ardour  and  enthusiasm  for  the 
work  that  was  in  front  of  them.  "  Be  in  readiness  against  the 
morrow."  The  morrow  must  not  be  neglected, — for  it  is  sure  to 
come;  and  woe  betide  him  whom  the  morrow  finds  unprepared. 
The  brave,  as  well  as  the  wise,  must  take  account  of  the  future. 
The  greatest  hero,  the  most  valiant  and  intrepid  warrior  cannot 
hope  for  victory  if  he  be  unprepared,  if  he  be  not  well-equipped 
and  in  readiness  for  whatever  he  may  have  to  face  on  the  morrow 
in  the  coming  struggle. 

"  Be  valiant  men.  and  see  that  ye  be  in  readiness  against  the 
morrow  !  "  This  message  the  feast  of  Hanukah  brings  every 
year  to  every  generation.  The  events  which  to-day's  celebration 
brings  to  our  minds,  convey  to  us  a  lesson  of  double  significance. 
It  is  a  lesson  of  everlasting  importance.  To  save  our  religion,  to 
preserve  Judaism,  to  safeguard  our  traditions  against  the  con- 
tamination of  the  materialistic  tendencies  of  our  age  we  must  be 
valiant  and  brave  ;  able,  ready  and  willing  to  bring  sacrifices. 
To  be  religious  one  must  be  strong  and  firm. 

What  was  it  that  led  to  those  terrible  calamities  which  have 
called  forth  such  heroism,  such  unparalleled  and  unprecedented 
heroism,  as  was  displayed  by  the  Hasmonean  warriors  ?  What 
was  it  that  emboldened  the  tyrant  to  raise  a  sacrilegious  hand 
against  Israel's  most  sacred,  most  precious  treasure — his  religion? 
It  was  the  pusillanimous  attitude  of  the  Jew  himself,  the  loss  on 
the  part  of  the  Jew  of  his  old  tenacity,  of  the  resisting  power  which 
characterised  the  ancient  Israelite.  It  was  the  accommodating 
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spirit  that  prevailed  in  those  days,  the  spirit  of  accommodating 
religion  to  convenience,  of  subordinating  great  principles  to 
comfort  and  pleasure.  Hanukah  warns  us  that  vacillation  in 
religion  leads  to  demorilisation.  that  compromise  in  matters 
of  great  principles  leads  to  failure.  The  salvation  of  Judaism 
depends  on  constancy  and  fortitude.  Like  those  heroes  of  old, 
whom  our  feast  immortalises,  we  too  must  be  valiant  and  brave 
to  fight  against  the  agression  of  materialism  ;  brave  and  staunch 
enough  to  forego  some  of  our  convenience  for  the  sake  of  Judaism. 

And  we  must  be  in  readiness  against  the  morrow.  If  we  prize 
our  Judaism  it  behoves  us  to  take  measures  that  those  who  will 
come  after  us  shall  also  be  imbued  with  love  for  their  people  and 
devotion  for  their  faith.  One  need  not  be  a  pessimist  in  saying 
that  things  are  not  at  their  very  best  in  Jewry.  Every  true  and 
patriotic  Jew  must  be  grieved  at  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
Judaism  among  our  young.  And  we  cannot  help  regarding  the 
morrow  with  misgivings.  We  are  undoubtedly  living  in  an  age 
of  transition.  Indeed,  we  are  in  the  melting-pot.  How  shall 
we  come  out  of  this  process  of  purification  ? 

"  See  that  ye  be  in  readiness  against  the  morrow !  "  We  must 
do  something  now.  Wre  must  take  measures  to  check  the 
assimilative  tendency  of  the  age.  We  must  equip  our  children 
with  the  necessary  means  to  fight  the  disintegrating  forces  that 
are  so  rife  in  modern  Jewry.  Destroy  the  dragon  of  apathy  and 
indifference  that  is  devouring  and  sapping  the  vitality  of  Judaism. 
Prepare  for  the  future  by  creating  around  you  a  Jewish  atmo- 
sphere, by  fostering  in  your  midst  a  Jewish  spirit.  ^«1^  •pSnNS 

"  To  thy  tents  O  Israel !  "  This  should  be  the  war  cry  o* 
modern  Israel.  We  have  followed  blindly  the  advice  of  the 
modern  Hellenists,  who  for  a  century,  preached  segregation  in 
Jewry.  The  result  is  a  dissipation  of  energy  to  our  own  injury. 
Our  policy  for  the  future  must  be  DHirrn  bl  DK  DU3  *\b  "  Go, 
gather  together  all  the  Jews." 

Every  organisation,  therefore,  which  has  for  its  pDlicy  the 
aggregation  of  Jews  must  be  dear  and  precious  to  us,  and  heartily 
welcomed,  for  it  discourages  assimilation  and  contributes  towards 
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the  consolidation  of  Jewry  ;  it  developes  and  cultivates  brotherly 
love  between  Jew  and  Jew,  and  makes  us  realize  that  we  are  sons 
of  one  people  and  brothers  of  the  same  covenant. 

For  this  reason  alone  do  we  extend  a  hearty  welcome  and  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship  to  the  members  of  the  noble  order 
nn2  TIN  Achei  Brith  who  have  honoured  us  with  their  presence 
this  afternoon.  We  extend  to  them  greetings.  We  hold  out 
to  them  the  hand  of  peace  and  of  brotherhood. 

My  friends  !  We  welcome  you  to  our  city  as  fellow  Jews  and  as 
fellow  citizens  of  this  blessed  country,  which  by  the  grace  of  God 
we  were  privileged  to  make  our  home.  We  recognise  and 
appreciate  your  work  as  a  noble,  sacred  and  Jewish  work.  You 
are  teaching  the  Jewish  masses  to  be  in  readiness  against  the  morrow. 
You  are  inculcating  into  the  mind  of  the  Jewish  worker  the 
principle  of  thrift,  the  idea  of  self-reliance  and  independence,  and 
the  need  of  discipline  and  organisation.  This  is  a  great  enter- 
prise. This  is  a  lesson  of  which  we  all  stand  in  great  need. 

One  of  the  sources  of  our  evils,  the  root-cause  ofthejudsnschmerz, 
of  the  terrible  condition  of  our  masses,  is  the  utter  disorganisation 
of  the  Jewish  people  and  the  lack  of  discipline  that  is  so  rife  in 
our  ranks.  There  was  a  time  when  the  Torah  alone  was  the 
indisputable  and  binding  authorit)'  for  all  Jews,  the  link  that 
bound  us  all  together  and  made  us  not  only  one  people  but  also 
one  brotherhood. 

In  those  days  there  was  no  distinction  between  one  Jew  and 
another,  be  he  resident  of  this  or  the  other  country,  be  he  rich  or 
poor.  The  well-known  maxim,  DT1K  W"W*  hi  "All  Israel  are 
brethren,"  was  not  an  empty  phrase,  but  the  literal  truth.  All 
srael  were  indeed  brethren.  Alas,  this  can  no  more  be  claimed. 
We  have  set  up  barriers.  We  discriminate  between  brother  and 
brother.  The  bond  of  union  is  loosened.  Everywhere  there  is 
noticeable  a  process  of  separation  and  exclusion.  The  result  is 
inevitable.  We  are  losing  our  young.  The  Community  is 
losing  its  hold  on  them.  They  are  drifting  away  from  us. 

The  remedy  is  to  be  sought  in  organization.  In  unity  lies  not 
only  our  strength,  but  on  it  depends  our  very  existence.  The 
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regeneration  of  Jewry  will  only  then  be  realized,  when  every 
individual  Jew  will  learn  to  regard  himself  as  part  of  the  great 
whole,  when  he  will  understand  the  inestimable  value  of  solidarity, 
when  he  will  realize  that  his  own  personal  welfare  depends  upon 
that  of  the  whole,  and  that  it  is  for  his  own  good  that  he  must 
sink  his  personal  self  in  the  organization  of  the  whole. 

This  ideal  is  being  gradually  realized  through  the  work  of  the 
Jewish  Friendly  Societies.  Though  ostensibly  founded  .for  the 
mere  material  benefit  of  each  member,  those  societies  are  doing 
a  great  national  work,  a  work  of  incalculable  moral  and  spiritual 
good  for  the  community.  They  are  forming  a  new  link  in  the 
chain  which  will  bind  Jewry  in  the  future.  They  are  becoming 
the  nucleus  of  a  regenerated  and  reorganized  Jewish  people.  We 
therefore  watch  with  great  interest  the  development  and  progress 
of  this  movement  in  our  midst. 

We  therefore  hail  with  pleasure  the  gathering  of  the  Order 
Achei  Brith  in  conference  in  our  city,  and  offer  them  God  Speed. 
We  tender  them  our  best  wishes  in  the  words  of  our  heroic 
ancestor,  "  Be  valiant  men,  and  see  that  ye  be  in  readiness 
against  the  morrow!"  Stir  the  people  to  acion,  imbue  them 
with  the  spirit  of  valour,  rouse  their  enthusiasm  for  the  great 
work  you  are  engaged  in,  the  work  of  self-support,  self-reliance 
and  independence.  Equip  the  Jewish  workers  with  the  means 
to  fight  valiantly  in  the  struggle  of  life.  Teach  thejn  the  necessity 
of  thriftiness,  the  value  of  providence,  that  they  may  be  in  readiness 
against  the  morrow.  Teach  them  the  important  lesson  that  we, 
above  all  peoples,  stand  in  greatest  need  of  peace,  order, 
discipline  and  mutual  help  bttW  n«  njWVll  ill  -|rO3  -J^ 

"  Go  in  this  your  might  and  you  will  save  Israel  !  "  And 
may  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  pour  His  blessings  upon  your 
deliberations  that  they  may  be  productive  of  the  greatest  good  to 
yourselves  and  to  all  Israel. 

"  And  may  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  be  upon  you  and 
the  work  of  your  hands  may  He  firmly  establish  upon  you ;  yea 
the  work  of  their  hands,  firmly  establish  O  Lord." — AMEN, 
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ORDER     ACHIE     BRITH    AND 
SHIELD    OF     ABRAHAM. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL   CONFERENCE. 


SERVICES    AT    SYNAGOGUES. 

SPECIAL    PRAISE    FOR    LADY    SECRETARY. 

GRAND    LODGE    CONTRIBUTION    REDUCED. 

CIVIC    RECEPTION    BY   THE    LORD    MAYOR. 

PRESENTATIONS    FOR    SERVICES. 


From  "  The  Jewish  Friendly  Societies'1  Journal." 

The  26th  annual  conference  of  the  Order  "  Achei  Brith  "  and  the 
"Shield  of  Abraham,"  the  oldest  Jewish  friendly  society  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  commenced  its  deliberation  in  the  Hotel  St.  George,  Liverpool, 
Thursday,  Dec.  25th.  1913.  The  conference,  which  represents  a  mem- 
bership of  nearly  8,000,  assembled  under  the  presidency  of  Bro.  J.' 
Jacobs,  the  Grand  President,  assisted  by  Bro.  M.  Cash,  the  Grand  Treas., 
in  the  vice-chair.. 

In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  the  Chairman  emphasized  the 
need  for  more  propaganda  work,  as  he  believed  that  while  the  Insurance 
Act  provided  for  every  worker,  there  were  still  many  who  were  not 
members  of  the  voluntary  section.  The  executive  intended  to  increase 
last  year's  grant  to  the  propaganda  fund,  and  hoped  delegates  would 
assist.  He  further  urged  the  need  for  better  investment  of  the  funds. 
The  present  funds  of  the  Order  should  not  yield  less  than  ^1,000  a  year, 
and  this  should  increase  each  year.  The  membership  he  regretted  had 
not  increased  much  during  the  previous  year.  There  had,  however,  been 
a  considerable  gain  since  the  close  of  the  financial  year  on  Sept.  3oth, 


The  Treasurer  said  he  was  glad  to  report  that  there  had  been  a  con- 
siderable addition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  Funds.       The  Grand  Lodge  was 
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prepared  to  carry  out  investment  on  behalf  of  lodges  without  any  cost  to 
them,  except  the  registration  fees  and  stamp  duties.  Lodges  which  had 
taken  advantage  of  this  offer  had  increased  their  dividends  by  90  per  cent. 

Consideration  of  Special  resolutions  and  amendments  followed.  The 
first  dealt  with  suspension  and  erasure.  Lodges  desired  a  uniform  rule, 
and  several  had  sent  in  recommendations.  The  executive,  however,  sub- 
mitted an  amendment,  which  received  prior  consideration,  and  after  some 
discussion  it  was  carried. 

A  resolution  was  carried  regulating  the  order  of  precedence  of  honorary 
officers  who  shall  preside  over  council  meetings.  A  resolution  to  set  up  a 
centralised  distress  fund,  to  be  managed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  deal  with 
cases  requiring  larger  help  than  a  lodge  can  afford  was  carried.  It  was 
referred  to  the  executive  to  draw  up  a  scheme  to  present  to  a  special  Grand 
Lodge  meeting. 

A  resolution  was  accepted  authorising  the  executive  to-draw  up  a  scheme 
whereby  members  may  be  advised  and  assisted  to  become  naturalised 
British  subjects. 

In  the  evening  there  was  a  reception  of  the  delegates  by  the  local  lodge 
(Dr.  Max  Xordau  Lodge),  when  Bro.  J.  Jacobs,  Grand  Pres.,  occupied 
the  Chair  and  proposed  the  Loyal  toast  to  the  Royal  Family.  Bro.  B. 
Benas,  B.A..  of  Liverpool,  proposed  the  Grand  Lodge  and  dwelt  at  great 
length  upon  the  god  work  of  the  Order,  particularly  mentioning  the 
General  Secretary,  Bro.  B.  A.  Fersht  (who  has  received  nothing  else  but 
praise  and  compliments  throughout  the  whole  day's  proceedings),  and 
coupling  the  names  of  various  members  of  the  executive  council,  who  were 
certainly  doing  good  work  on  behalf  of  the  Order.  The  Grand  Presi- 
dent responded  and  could  not  refrain  from  complimenting  Miss  Inestone 
(the  Secretary  of  the  ladies'  branch,  Liverpool)  upon  the  excellent  services 
she  was  rendering  under  the  National  Insurance  Section,  and  hoped  it 
would  not  be  long  before  Miss  Inestone  would  be  able  to  get  her  members 
to  take  up  Voluntary  Benefits,  such  as  the  Order  was  providing. 

A  presentation  of  a  silver  rose-bowl  was  made  to  Bro.  L.  S.  Abraham- 
son,  Grand  Trustee,  by  the  Grand  President,  on  behalf  of  his  colleagues 
of  the  executive  council,  for  his  excellent  services  to  the  order,  and  on 
occasion  of  his  Silver  Wedding.  Bro.  Abrahamson  tendered  sincere 
thanks  of  appreciation,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  Mrs.  Abrahamson  who 
was  present  at  the  pleasant  function. 


Bro.  M.  Cash  proposed  the  Dr.  Max  Xordau  Lodge.  Bro.  X.  Robin- 
son responded  and  expressed  heartfelt  thanks  on  behalf  of  this  Lodge  to 
the  executive  council  and  Delegates  for  honouring  them  with  the  Con- 
ference at  that  city. 

Bro.  Alergant.  the  president  of  the  Lodge,  was  presented  with  a  beauti- 
ful silk-embroidered  regalia  by  Bro.  Sydney  E.  de  Haas,  the  newly- 
elected  Grand  Vice- President,  on  behalf  of  the  lodge  as  a  token  of  appre- 
ciation for  good  services  rendered.  Bro.  Alergant  suitably  responded. 

Bro.  J.  Coble  proposed  the  ladies  and  Bro.  Raffalovitch  proposed  the 
Visitors.  An  enjoyable  evening  was  terminated  thus. 

The  conference  resumed  its  business  on  Friday  morning.  Dec.  26th. 
Amongst  the  many  resolutions  adopted  that  day  was  one  in  which  the 
General  Secretary,  Bro.  B.  A.  Fersht,  was  unanimously  elected  as  per- 
manent Secretary.  The  business  was  adjourned  at  2.30  until  Saturday 
evening  7  o'clock. 

When  Sabbath  commenced,  the  delegates  assembled  at  Hope  Place 
Synagogue,  where  a  special  Chanucah  Service  was  held.  A  special 
service  was  also  held  on  Saturday  morning  at  the  Princess  Road  Syna- 
gogue, and  the  Rev.  Friedeberg  preached  a  most  impressive  sermon. 

At  5  o'clock  that  day,  the  delegates  were  received  in  the  Town  Hall  by 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  Lady  Mayoress  of  Liverpool,  who  gave  a  hearty 
reception  and  welcomed  the  Conference  in  that  city. 

The  Conference  resumed  its  sitting  at  7  o'clock  and  the  proceedings 
commenced  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  passed,  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Lady  Mayoress,  for  the  kind  reception  given  to  the  delegates.  The  sum 
of  10  guineas  was  unanimously  voted  to  the  Liverpool  charities.  A  vote 
of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  Ministers  and  Wardens  of  the  Synagogues  for 
the  kind  invitation  extended  to  the  delegates  of  the  Conference.  A 
donation  of  2\  guineas  was  voted  to  the  Hope  Place  Synagogue. 

The  agenda  was  proceeded  with,  and  many  resolutions  sent  in  by  the 
various  Lodges  were  dealt  with.  A  special  resolution  was  adopted  to 
reduce  the  contribution  to  the  Grand  Lodge  Management  Fund  from  3d. 
to  2d.  per  quarter.  The  Conference  urged  and  gave  power  to  the 
Executive  Council  .  for  strong  propaganda  work.  The  sitting  terminated 
at  n  p.m.  in  the  most  harmonious  manner  and  great  enthusiasm. 

To  mark  the  great  event  of  the  Conference  a  new  Lodge,  The  Very 
Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Hertz  Lodge,  was  opened  on  Sunday  by  the  Grand 
President,  Grand  Vice,  Grand  Treasurer,  and  several  members  of  the 
Executive  Council,  who  stayed  to  perform  the  Consecration. 
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Jewish  Chronicle,  Friday,  Jan.  ?nd,  1914. 

•  Every  third  year  the  Conference  is  held  in  a  provincial  town  or 
city.  This  year  Liverpool  was  favoured.  Considerable  interest  was 
attached  to  this  Conference.  Liverpool  Jewry  favours  the  dividing 
society  system.  They  are  even  loyal  to  this  kind  of  society.  In  view 
of  this  fact,  it  was  a  great  achievement  of  the  Dr.  Max  Nordau 
Lodge,  No.  13,  to  have  held  its  own  for  fourteen  years,,  and  last 
year  brought  its  membership  up  to  140.  Then  another  Lodge,  the 
Rev,  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Hertz  Lodge,  No.  76,  was  to  be  consecrated  on 
the  28th.  The  Chief  Rabbi  had  consented  that  the  Lodge  shall  be 
so  named.  The  delegates  arrived  late  on  Wednesday  week,  and  the 
Conference  began  at  9.30  on  .Thursday  morning,  continuing  till  7.30 
in  the  evening.  Bro.  J.  Jacobs,  the  Grand  President,  occupied  the 
Chair  throughout  the  day,  assisted  by  Bro.  M.  Cash  in  the  Vice- 
Chair. 

,  After  the  credentials  had  been  read,  the  Chairman  moved  the 
adoption  of  the  report.  He  emphasised  the  many  points  with  which 
the  report  dealt,  particularly  with  propaganda  work  further  to  pop- 
ularise the  Jewish  Friendly  Society  movement,  especially  among  the 
younger  generation.  He  urged  better  investment  of  the  funds,  stating 
that  if  that  were  done  the  Order  would  secure  over  £1000  in  dividends 
instead  of  £600  or  thereabouts  obtained  to-day.  ; ; 

;  The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Bro.  M.  CASH  moved  the  adoption  of  the  balance-sheet.  He  drew 
the  attention  of  the  Conference  to  the  remarkable  growth  of  .the 
organisation  and  the  ^consequent  development  in  the  central  office. 
He  detailed  the  income  and  expenditure,  and  drew  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  enormous  turnover  of  capital  in  one  year.  The  member- 
ship of  nearly  8000  yielded  in  contributions  nearly  £^6.ooo  exclusive 
of  dividends.  Benefits  claimed  nearly  £"14,000  Sickness  benefit 
cost  £"4,500,  Shiva,  £"1,130,  and  distress,  £"350,  Medical  benefit  and 
management  required  a  large  amount.  But  considering  the  increased 
cost  of  sickness  during  the  past  year  the  gain  to  the  funds  was 
considerable.  The  sickness  experience  was  just  below  five  days  per 
member  per  annum,  about  a  third  of  the  expectations  under  the 
National  Insurance  Act.  .  The  Grand  Lodge  Funds  showed  remark- 
able growth.  Last  year  it  was  anticipated  the  Grand  Lodge  .funds 
would  amount  to  £4,000.  The  actual  figure  proved  to  be  £"4,707, 


Of  this  sum  ^4,000  is  a  funeral  reserve  fund.  The  dividends  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  amounted  to  ^120,  with  a  prospective  yield  of  ^"160. 
The  income  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  benefits  and  management 
amounted  to  ^3,511.  In  addition,  ^2,265  was  contributed  by  the 
Order  Shield  of  Abraham  and  Societies  incorporated.  The  number 
of  members  who  have  died  was  42,  calling  for  the  payment  of  ^"1,907 
in  benefits.  The  number  of  members'  wives  was  27,  costing  £574. 
The  average  age  of  the  members  who  have  died  was  45,  and  of 
members'  wives,  47  years  3  months.  He  (the  Treasurer)  was  happy 
to  say  the  payments  were  prompt  and  without  any  strain  on  the 
funds.  Indeed,  a  substantial  balance  was  added  to  the  Reserve 
Fund.  The  balance-sheet  was  adopted. 

The  elections  resulted  as  follows:  Bros.  J.  Jacobs,  Grand  Presi- 
dent ;  S.  E.  de  Haas,  Grand  Vice-President  ;  M.  Cash,  Grand 
Treasurer;  L.  S.  Abrahamson,  J.  Bader,  J.  Becker  and  S.  Karet, 
Grand  Trustees;  J.  Levy,  S.  Binderman,  D.  Davis  and  M.  Hyman, 
Grand  Auditors;  S.  Pyser  and  M.  Kissen,  Grand  Marshals; 
B.  Demsky,  Grand  Inside  Guardian ;  S.  de  Haas,  A.  Ludski, 
J.  Koeningswinter,  J.  Solomon,  S.  de  Smith,  H.  Phillips,  M.  Mehlman, 
L.  Solomons,  D.  Baumgart  and  A.  Graze,  Executive  Council. 

The  following  were  elected  provincial  representatives  of  the 
Executive  Council:  Bros.  I.  Apfelboam,  North  of  England;  I. 
Joseph,  Midlands ;  B.  Shalson,  Wales  and  the  West  of  England ; 
S.  Lichtenberg,  Scotland  ;  and  B.  L.  Langer,  South  of  England. 

While  much  of  the  business  referred  to  amending  the  constitution, 
many  of  the  resolutions  are  of  immense  importance.  The  executive 
was  instructed  to  draft  a  scheme  for  a  centralised  Distress  Fund' 
It  is  found  that  the  Lodges  cannot  deal  with  cases  where  more  than 
£5  is  wanted  to  help  a  brother.  It  is  intended  that  the  Central 
Fund  shall  be  then  requisitioned.  It  was  further  agreed  that  the 
Executive  shall  draft  a  scheme  whereby  the  Order  will  concern 
itself  with  a  new  section  to  help  members  to  become  naturalised 
British  subjects.  The  National  Insurance  Act  forced  this  on  the 
Conference. 

Rules,  regulating  the  suspension  of  members  in  the  event  of  non- 
payment for  long  periods,  were  amended.  It  was  reported  that 
Mr.  E.  B.  Nathan  had  been  entrusted  with  the  valuation  of  the  Order. 
A  resolution  was  carried,  reducing  the  management  contribution  of 
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the  Lodges  to  the  Grand  Lodge  from  3d.  to  2d.  per   member  per 
quarter. 

The  second  session  was  held  on  Friday  from  9.30  in  the  morning 
till  2.45  in  the  afternoon,  and  a  third  session  on  Saturday  evening 
from  7  till  u. 

On  Thursday  evening  the  Dr.  Max  Nordau  Lodge  held  a  recep- 
tion at  the  Yamen  Cafe,  Bold  Street.  During  the  evening  Bro.  D. 
Alergant  was  presented  with  a  silk  apron,  subscribed  for  by  the 
members  of  his  Lodge,  and  Bro.  L.  S.  Abrahamson  was  presented 
with  a  silver  rose-bowl,  the  gift  of  his  colleagues  on  the  Council,  in 
celebration  of  his  silver  wedding. 

On  Saturday  evening  the  Lord  Mayor  received  the  delegates  at 
the  Town  Hall.  He  was  accompanied  by  the  Lady  Mayoress.  His 
Lordship  received  the  visitors  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  in  a  few 
words  of  welcome  expressed  the  pleasure  it  afforded  him  to  meet 
them,  inasmuch  as  the  organisation  they  represented  took  a  part 
in  the  great  work  of  encouraging  thrift  and  self-help,  two  virtues 
which  he  ventured  to  say  needed  a  great  deal  of  encouragement  at 
the  present  time.  It  had  always  been  a  standing  characteristic  of  the 
Jewish  community  to  help  each  other,  as  a  result  of  which  it  might  be 
truly  said  that  their  members  did  not  form  any  charge  at  all  on  the 
rates.  That  was  a  fact  of  which  they  would  be  justly  proud,  and  one 
that  one  quite  recognised  in  Liverpool  and  justified  the  State  visit 
paid  by  the  Lord  Mayor  to  the  Princess  Road  Synagogue,  when  a 
collection  was  taken  in  aid  of  the  Jewish  charities  in  the  city.  After- 
wards the  Lord  Mayor  conducted  the  delegates  over  the  building, 
then  to  the  vestibule,  where  tea  was  served.  The  Police  Band  was  in 
attendance  and  played  selections  throughout  the  proceedings.  In 
reply  to  the  Lord  Mayor's  greetings,  Bro.  J.  Jacobs  expressed  thanks 
for  the  Order,  and  Bro.  Bertram  B.  Benas  for  the  Liverpool  Jewry. 

On  Friday  evening  the  delegates  attended  the  Hope  Place 
Synagogue,  where  a  Chanucha  Service  was  held,  and  the  Rev. 
I.  Raffalovich  preached  a  special  sermon  on  the  valour  of  the 
Maccabeans  and  how  much  of  the  spirit  for  the  preservation  of 
Israel  was  manifested  to-day  even  in  the  Jewish  Friendly  Society 
movement. 

On  Sabbath  morning  the  delegates  were  present  at  the  Princes 
Road  Synagogue,  where  the  Rev.  S.  Friedeberg  preached  a  sermon 
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on  Friendly  Society  work  and  on  the  virtue  of  thrift  here  exemplified. 

Before  the  Conference  concluded  a  sum  of  £10  IDS.  was  voted  to 
the  Lord  Mayor  for  distribution  by  him  among  Liverpool  charities. 

The  hon.  officers  remained  to  consecrate  the  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  H. 
Hertz  Lodge,  No.  76.  This  ceremony  was  successfully  carried  out 
on  Sunday.  The  delegates  have  expressed  themselves  in  appreciative 
terms  of  the  Conference  and  of  the  arrangements  for  which  Bros. 
D.  Alergant  and  M.  Rosenstein  were  responsible. 


From  the  "  Liverpool  Daily  Post  and  Liver -pool  Mercury, ' ' 
December  26th,  1913. 

The  annual  conference  of  the  Order  "  Achei  Brith  "  and  the  "  Shield  of 
Abraham,"  the  largest  Jewish  friendly  society  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
commenced  its  deliberations  in  the  Hotel  St.  George,  Livrpool,  yesterday. 
The  conference,  which  represents  a  membership  of  nearly  8,000,  as- 
sembled under  the  presidency  of  Bro.  J.  Jacobs,  the  Grand  President, 
assisted  by  Bro.  M.  Cash,  the  Grand  Treasurer,  in  the  vice-chair. 

In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  the  Chairman  emphasized  the 
need  for  more  propaganda  work,  as  he  believed  that  while  the  Insurance 
Act  provided  for  every  worker,  there  were  still  many  who  were  not  mem- 
bers of  the  voluntary  section.  The  executive  intended  to  increase  last 
year's  grant  to  the  propaganda  fund,  and  hoped  delegates  would  assist. 
He  further  urged  the  need  for  better  investment  of  the  funds.  The 
present  funds  of  the  Order  should  not  yield  less  than  ^i.ooo  a  year,  and 
this  should  increase  each  year.  The  membership,  he  regretted,  had  not 
increased  much  during  the  previous  year.  There  had,  however,  been  a 
•considerable  gain  since  the  close  of  the  financial  year  on  September  30, 

The  Treasurer  said  he  was  glad  to  report  that  thre  had  been  a  con- 
siderable addition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  funds.  The  Grand  Lodge  was 
prepared  to  carry  out  investment  on  behalf  of  lodges  without  any  cost  to 
them,  except  the  registration  fees  and  stamp  duties.  Lodges  which  had 
taken  advantage  of  this  offer  had  increased  their  dividends  by  90  per  cent. 

Consideration  of  special  resolutions  and  amendments  followed.  The 
first  dealt  with  suspension  and  erasure.  Lodges  desired  a  uniform  rule, 
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and  several  had  sent  in  recommendations.  The  Executive,  however, 
submitted  an  amendment,  which  received  prior  consideration,  and  after 
some  discussion  it  was  carried. 

A  resolution  was  carried  regulating  the  order  of  precedence  of  honorary 
officers  who  shall  preside  over  council  meetings.  A  resolution  to  set  up 
a  centralised  distress  fund,  to  be  managed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  deal 
with  cases  requiring  larger  help  than  a  lodge  can  afford  was  carried.  It 
was  referred  to  the  executive  to  draw  up  a  scheme  to  present  a  special 
Grand  Lodge  meeting. 

A  resolution  was  accepted  authorising  the  executive  to  draw  up  a  scheme 
whereby  members  may  be  advised  and  assisted  to  become  naturalised 
British  subjects. 

In  the  evening  there  was  a  reception  of  the  delegates  by  the  local  lodge, 
and  to-day  the  conference  resumes  its  deliberations.  On  the  Sabbath  the 
delegates  attend  the  Hope  Place  Synagogue.  Particular  interest  is 
attached  to  this  service,  as  the  period  synchronises  with  the  Maccabean 
Festival  of  Lights,  and  the  picturesque  ceremony  of  lighting  the  memorial 
lights  will  precede  the  ordinary  service.  On  Saturday,  the  delegates  will 
also  be  received  in  the  Town  Hall  bv  the  Lord  Mavor. 


From  the  "Liverpool  Daily  Post  and  Liverpool  Mercury," 
Saturday,  December  2'jth,  1913. 

The  conference  of  "  Achei  Brith  "  and  "  Shield  of  Abraham  "  Order 
was  continued  in  the  St.  George's  Hotel,  Liverpool,  yesterday,  under  the 
presidency  of  Bro.  J.  Jacobs.  The  main  business  was  the  consideration 
of  special  resolutions  and  amendments  rendered  necessary  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  State  Insurance  section.  The  conference  realised  that 
the  latter  had  been  of  considerable  benefit  to  the  order  in  everything  except 
in  the  medical  benefit,  and  this,  it  was  stated,  was  completely  disorganised 
in  the  voluntary  section.  Lodges  were  compelled  to  make  arrangements 
to  suit  local  conditions  which  were  not  always  in  the  best  interest  of  the 
members.  In  administering  the  order  many  valuable  points  had,  how- 
ever, been  gained. 

The  conference  adopted  the  principle  of  forming  sectional  committees 
of  the  executive  to  enable  them  to  cope  successfully  with  the  growing  work 
of  the  order. 
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The  conference  adjourned  at  3  p.m.  in  consequence  of  the  Sabbath,  and 
will  resume  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 

This  morning  a  special  service  is  being  held  at  the  Prince's  Road 
Synagogue,  when  the  Rev.  S.  Friedeberg  will  preach  a  special  sermon  on 
friendly  society  work. 


From  "  The  Liverpool  Courier,'11  Monday,  December  2$th,  1913. 

The  delegates  attending  the  conference  of  the  Jewish  Friendly  Society, 
the  Order  Achei  Brith  and  Shield  of  Abraham,  were  at  the  close  of  their 
business  on  Saturday  evening  entertained  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  Mr.  Herbert 
R.  Rathbone,  at  the  Town  Hall.  His  Lordship,  who  was  accompanied 
by  the  Lady  Mayoress,  received  the  visitors  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and 
in  a  few  words  of  welcome  expressed  the  pleasure  it  afforded  him  to  meet 
them,  inasmuch  as  the  organisation  they  represented  took  a  part  in  the 
great  work  of  encouraging  thrift  and  self-help,  two  virtues  which  he 
ventured  to  say  needed  a  great  deal  of  encouragement  at  the  present  time. 
There  was  a  great  tendency  for  people  to  rely  on  others  instead  of  them- 
selves in  these  days,  and  a  society  which  was  working  to  encourage  self- 
help  and  thrift  was  doing  a  very  valuable  service  not  only  to  their  own 
members,  but  to  the  whole  community.  It  had  always  been  a  standing 
characteristic  of  the  Jewish  community  to  help  each  other,  as  a  result  of 
which  it  might  be  truly  said  that  their  members  did  not  form  any  charge 
at  all  on  the  rates.  That  was  a  fact  of  which  they  could  be  justly  proud, 
and  one  that  we  quite  recognised  in  Liverpool,  and  justified  the  state  visit 
paid  every  year  by  the  Lord  Mayor  to  the  Prince's  Road  Synagogue,  when 
a  collection  was  taken  in  aid  of  the  Jewish  charities  in  the  city.  There 
were  several  features  connected  with  their  Society  which  interested  him 
greatly.  If  he  was  not  mistaken,  they  did  not  confine  their  attention 
solely  to  the  primary  objects  of  the  Society,  the  relief  of  sickness  and 
distress,  and  of  the  expense  which  followed  death,  but  they  did  much  to 
assist  members  in  other  ways.  They  relieved  them  when  in  distressed 
circumstances  from  causes  over  which  they  had  no  control,  but  they  also, 
when  members  were  coming  from  other  countries  to  England,  endeavoured 
to  introduce  them  to  the  community  of  which  they  were  likely  to  form  a 
part,  and  to  initiate  them  into  the  manners,  customs,  duties,  and  obliga- 
tions of  citizenship  here.  Those  were  features  which  he  thought  were 
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somewhat  unusual,  and  which  certainly  commended  themselves  very 
highly  to  him. 

Mr.  J.  Jacobs,  Grand  President  of  the  Order,  thanked  his  Lordship  for 
the  cordial  welcome  extended  to  the  delegates,  and  Mr.  Bertram  B.  Benas, 
on  behalf  of  the  local  Jewish  community,  also  voiced  their  obligations  to 
his  Lordship  for  the  civic  patronage  and  hospitality  extended  to  the 
visitors. 

Tea  was  subsequently  served  in  the  crypt,  and  his  Lordship  later  con- 
ducted the  delegates  through  the  state  rooms  in  the  Town  Hall.  During 
the  reception,  the  Police  Band,  under  the  conductorship  of  Mr.  C.  R. 
Bicks,  played  a  charming  selection  of  music. 


